Faith is the Condition for Enjoying Divine Rest

Hebrews 3:7-19

Introduction:
I. The Example of Israel in the Wilderness. – 3:7-11
“As the Holy Spirit says” in Psalm 95
A. The Sin – 3:7-9

 “Today, if you will hear His voice, v.7 ﻿
Today “σήμερον” is used three times in the chapter 7, 13, 15 (twice in 4:7)
 “Do not harden your heart” (v. 8)
As in the provocation – rebellion 

They tempted - test for good or evil

Proved - to see if His Word was true
Result – wandered 40 years in the wilderness.
B. The sentence – 3:10-11
God was angry, provoked with that generation.
God swore: “They shall not enter into my rest”
Not - “they shall not go to heaven.”
II. The General Application – 3:12-15
A. What We Are to Do – 3:12
Take heed - Βλέπετε, Take a good look
See if there is: 

Evil – active evil.
Unbelief – not accepting God’s Word.
Apostasy - departing from living God - i.e. going back to Judaism. 

B. How We Are to Do It – 3:13
Exhorting one another
Calling out – encouraging each other

Lest (hint that there may be some) you be hardened, “by the deceitfulness of the sin.” [Article of previous reference.]
C. Why We Are to Do It – 3:14
We have become partakers of Christ
We are together serving the Lord.
D. When We Are to Do It – 3:15
Today, Harden not your heart.

 Lit. “stop hardening your heart”

Present imperative, stop something you are now doing. 

God never asks you do something tomorrow or yesterday.
You can’t do anything yesterday.
You can’t do anything tomorrow.

You have to do it today.
III. The Specific Application – 3:16-19
A. The Delivered Ones Provoked – 3:16

﻿
“For some, when they had heard, did provoke; howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses (provoked). 

Israel tempted God 10 times before Kadesh Barnea:
1.  Exodus 14:11-12 - Red Sea (Graves – let us serve the Egyptians)
2. Exodus15:23-24 – Marah (bitter water)
3.  Exodus 16:2 – The wilderness of Sin (Grumbling – In Egypt we had bread to the full)
4.  Exodus 16:20 – (Manna picked up extra manna)
5.  Exodus 16:27 – Manna (they went out looking for manna on the Sabbath)
6.  Exodus 17:1-3 – Rephidim (water. They quarreled with Moses)
7.  Exodus 32:7 – Horeb (Golden calf)
8.  Numbers 11:1 – Tabirah (The people complained, God sent fire and consumed some of the people. Moses prayed and the fire went out.)

9.  Numbers 11:4 – Complaint of the rabble (give us meat to eat. While it was in their teeth God sent a severe plague.
10. Numbers 12: 1-2 – (Aaron and Miriam murmered).
Numbers 13-14 -- Kadesh-Barnea

12 were chosen to spy out the land.
They gave a glowing report of the land.

Defense exhibit #1 Grapes.

Shall we go?

10 said no!

2  said go!

Who did not provoke God? - Two men, Joshua and Caleb.
B. They Sinned and Were Punished – 3:17

They refused to go in. God said, now you can’t go. Some tried to go and were killed by the inhabitants of the land. All the people over 25 years died, 600,000 – an average of 40 funerals a day.

C. Their Disobedience Brought Rejection – 3:18

This is not loss of salvation.


     They did not enter God‘s rest.
D. Their Unbelief Caused Them to Forfeit the Rest – 3:19

Faith is the condition for entering into God’s salvation.
Faith is also the condition for participating in God’s rest.
Conclusion:
